LOCKS of LOVE
What: Leighland Adriyel G. Pailano
[image: LEighland long hair]
along with his Daddy and little brother
will be cutting his hair to benefit the children
Locks of Love.
When: Sunday, February 12, 2012
After the 10:30am mass
Where: Holy Child & Saint Martin’s Church
777 Southgate Avenue Daly City, CA 94015
Leighland Adriyel Garcia Pailano
Leighland was born on September 04, 2005 via emergency c-section at 9:48p.m.. Immediately, he was taken away to the Alta Bates Summit Medical Center NICU and then to Oakland’s Children’s Hospital. There, he was seen by several specialists and we were told three times that he would not survive. Each time, Leighland found a way to fight. The last time we were told that our little man might not make it, we clasped our hands together to pray and asked for a sign. Leowell put his hand on Leighland’s chest, and the sign we were looking for came from the baby himself. He moved his arm, then his hand, then he grasped his father’s thumb and held on. From that moment on, we fought even harder and prayed vigilantly. Thereafter, he began to show signs of improvement. His nurse Vilma, called him a miracle baby and since then, that’s what we have called him. Leighland was discharge just a few days after turning one month old. We finally brought our MIRACLE BOY home. 
In our Filipino tradition, it is a custom to cut a child’s hair after the first birthday. We decided instead to give back. Leighland and Leowell were going to grow their hair for as long as they could stand and donate it to children who needed it through a program called LOCKS of LOVE – a wonderful program that provides children with medical issues that cause hair loss – a sense of security, self esteem, and compassion, by creating wigs from real human hair that is donated by caring individuals. 
Leighland Adriyel Garcia Pailano is six years old now. He and his father have been joined by a later addition to the family, his younger brother, Leighdon Azriyel who is 4 and has also been growing his hair since birth. So today, February 12, 2012, after all this time, all three of them will be cutting their hair as our way of giving back. Thank you to those who have prayed with us, who have shared in our tears, and who have seen us grow as family through God’s will. 
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